


Exchanging your vows in an exotic country is becoming more and more popular these 
days, and as the cost of a marriage at home rises, itôs actually cheaper to get married 
abroad! Add in a fantastic honeymoon at the same time and it makes sense to escape the 
traditional pressure and enjoy the best day of your life.  
 
In this guide to the delights of getting married abroad you will find plenty of useful  
information which should help you decide where and when youôd like to get married. If at 
any time if youôd like any help or have any questions please feel free to email us through 
the website.  
 
We hope that the information here will be useful to you and wish you all the best for your 
wedding and life together.  
 
With our very best wishes 
The team at www.marryabroad.co.uk  

Please note, all legalities are generalisations only as documentation varies depending on your country of  
residence. At the end of this guide you will find a list of local governmental offices which can confirm the  
exact legal requirements depending on your nationality.  
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The Americas  
America conjures up a whole range of emotions, the most obvious being of the USA with 
its wild, rugged countryside and modern cities, however there is another side to  
America, the side which includes the exotic countries of Central and South America, with 
their latin traditions and rhythms.  
This vast continent offers a huge range of wedding locations, you can choose between a 
winter wedding in Canada with the Rocky Mountains as a gorgeous snowy backdrop, a 
glitzy wedding in Las Vegas, a city wedding in New York, marrying on the beach in  
Hawaii, Mexico or Brazil, choosing the pampas plains in Argentina or the jungle in Peru.  
Itôs difficult to decide!    
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Canada ðAlberta  

The western Canadian province of Alberta is best known for its wide open spaces and  
incredible National Parks. Perfect for weddings in any season, its rugged scenery makes a 
fantastic backdrop for couples looking for a wedding with a difference.  

Provincial Capital:  Edmonton  
Population:  2.15 million  
Language:  English 
Currency:  Canadian Dollar 
Time zone:  GMTð7 hours 

Weather  
Cold in winter with plenty of snow, hot 
and dry in summer. Mountainous terrain 
so not humid.  

Romantic locations include:  
 
Banff ðthe picturesque town of Banff is set 
amongst the Rocky Mountains and makes a 
wonderful romantic location, especially in 
winter.  
Banff Springs Hotel ðthis fake ñgothicò 
style luxury hotel is a popular location for a 
destination wedding with its great setting 
and impressive rooms.  
Lake Louise ðmany couples choose to 
marry at the wonderful ñchateauò on the 
shores of the lake, surrounded by the  
turquoise lake and craggy mountains.  
Ferney ðan up and coming ski resort 
which can be less busy and touristy than 
Banff of Jasper.  
Jasper ðgateway to Jasper National Park, 
a good ceremony location is the Fairmont 
Jasper Park Lodge hotelðluxury with a 
ñlodgeò feel to it!  
 



Legalities  
Legal age for marriage is 18 years for both men and women.  
Bride and Groom may not be related by blood, marriage or adoption. 
Two witnesses are required. 
 
Residency requirements : none 
 
How to get a marriage licence  
In Alberta you both need to apply in person at a Registry Agent for a Marriage Licence and a 

Registration of Marriage form, which have to be presented to the Marriage Celebrant before the 

marriage takes place.  

 

Legal papers to take  
Ten-year passports  
Full birth certificates  
If you have been divorced then the final divorce papers must be shown. 
If you are widowed then the death certificate of your previous spouse must be shown.  
If you have changed your name then legal proof must be shown. 
 
 

 

General information Alberta Tourist Board   www.travelalberta.com  
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On the west coast of Canada, B.C. is well known for its stunning scenery as well as its  
cosmopolitan largest city Vancouver, which often comes top in ñbest cities to liveò polls.  
Set between the sea and the mountains, itôs not hard to see why! 

Provincial Capital:  Victoria  
Population:  4.1 million  
Language:  English 
Currency:  Canadian Dollar 
Time zone:  GMTð8 hours 

Weather  
Temperate climate not too cold in winter, 
but warm in summer  

Romantic locations include:  
 
Whistler ðvoted the best North American 
ski resort several times over, Whistler is 
also popular in the summer for hiking and 
all things mountainous.  
 
Grouse Mountain ð overlooking the city 
of Vancouver, you can see for miles on a 
clear day over the city and English Bay.  
 
Stanley Park, Vancouver ðthis large 
park is right in the centre of Vancouver and 
is a popular wedding location, thereôs even 
a chapel in the grounds! 
 
Victoria ðmore English than England, 
Victoria may be the Provinceôs capital but it 
feels more olde worlde than any other place 
in Canada. 
 
 

Useful Information  
Vital Statistics Agency Office 
250-605 Robson St 
Vancouver, BC 

Canada ð British Columbia  



General information British Columbia Tourist Board  www.hellobc.com 

Legalities  
Legal age for marriage is 19 years for both men and women.  
Bride and Groom may not be related by blood, marriage or adoption. 
Two witnesses are required. 
 
Residency requirements : none 
 
How to get a marriage licence You must take the documents below to a Marriage 
Licence Issuer 
 
Legal papers to take  
Ten-year passports  or  birth certificates  
Proof of home address and marital status 
Completed Marriage licence application form (obtained from Marriage Licence Issuer)  
If you have been divorced then the final divorce papers must be shown. 
If you have changed your name then legal proof must be shown. 
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Canada ð Ontario  

Ontario is home to Canadaôs capital, Ottawa; the largest Canadian city, Toronto; the  
spectacular Niagara Falls and hundreds of miles of wilderness. Deciding on a country or 
city wedding might prove hard with the amount of choice in this eastern province!  

Provincial Capital:  Ottawa 
Population:  12.1 million 
Language:  English 
Currency:  Canadian Dollar 
Time zone:  GMTð6 hours 

Weather  
Cold, snowy winters with hot summers  

Romantic locations include:  
 
Toronto ðcosmopolitan Toronto offers a 
little bit of everything to the visitor. Set on 
the shores of Lake Ontario, it makes a  
wonderful city wedding location.  
 
Lake Ontario ðaway from Toronto the 
lake stretches south to form part of the  
border with the USA, and there are plenty 
of rural locations around the lake which 
would make a great wedding location. 
 
Niagara -on -the -Lake ðon the Canadian 
side of the Falls is one of the most popular 
wedding locations in all of Canada, which 
us unsurprising when you realise that its 
nickname is the Loveliest Town in all of 
Canada. If youôre dreaming of a pretty  
wedding location, then Niagaraôs a good 
bet. 

 

Useful Information  
Toronto City Hall  
100 Queen Street West 
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2  
Tel: +1 416 338 0338 
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Legalities  
Legal age for marriage is 18 years for both men and women.  
Bride and Groom may not be related by blood, marriage or adoption. 
Two witnesses are required 
 
Residency requirements : none 
 
How to get a marriage licence  
You must take the documents below to a Municipal Clerkôs office in the town in which 
you wish to get married. 
 

Legal papers to take  
Ten-year passports  
Full birth certificates  
Completed Marriage Licence application form  
Photo Identification e.g. driving licence  
Residence papers if living in Canada 
If you have been divorced then the final divorce papers must be shown. 
If you are widowed then the death certificate of your previous spouse must be shown.  
If you have changed your name then legal proof must be shown. 
 

 

General information Ontario Tourist Board  www.ontariotravel.net  
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