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Exchanging your vows in an exotic country is becoming more and more popular these
days, and as the <cost of a marriage at hort
abroad! Add in a fantastic honeymoon at the same time and it makes sense to escape the
traditional pressure and enjoy the best day of your life.

In this guide to the delights of getting married abroad you will find plenty of useful
information which should help you decide wh
any time if youdd |ike any help or have an)
the website.

We hope that the information here will be useful to you and wish you all the best for your
wedding and life together.

With our very best wishes
The team atwww.marryabroad.co.uk
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Please note, all legalities are generalisations only as documentation varies depending on your country of
residence. At the end of this guide you will find a list of local governmental offices which can confirm the
exact legal requirements depending on your nationality.


http://www.marryabroad.co.uk/

Africa
Africa offers a stunning array of wedding locations throughout the continent. Many cou-
ples choose to exchange their vows at a game reserve or luxury lodge in South Africa or
Kenya, perhaps with zebra and giraffe as witnesses! Others prefer a beach wedding on
the white sandy shores of the Indian Ocean.
Alternatively, you could choose a north African wedding and have an exotic ceremony in

Morocco or Egypt, although please be aware that organising the paperwork in north Af-
rica is much more difficult than in other countries.

Wherever you choose your African wedding is bound to be extraordinary!

www.marryabroad.co.uk a



South Africa

An incredible array of landscapes and experiences await you in South Africa, from snow
capped mountains to white sand beaches, from bustling cities to wild, open plains and
bushland. The beauty of this country makes the perfect backdrop to an African wedding.

Capital: Pretoria

Population: 44 million

Language: English, Africaans, Zulu,
Xhosa and many more

Currency: Rand

Weather

Western side of the country is wetter and
colder in winter and pleasantly warm in
summer, the eastern side of the country is
hotter year-round.

Romantic locations include:

Private Game Lodges
wildlife of Africa in luxury

experience the

Cape Town at the foot of Table Mountain
and with a stunning location on the coast,
the city is also close to the Winelands.

The Drakensberg Escarpment explore
the dramatic landscape of these mountains
by foot or vehicle.




Legalities

Legal age for marriage is 21 years for both men and women.

Bride and Groom may not be related by blood, marriage or adoption.

Only a magistrate, Justice of the peace, commissioner or certain ministers of religion

are legally allowed to marry you.

The ceremony has to take place in a church or other building used for religious services;
in a public office; or in a private home. The venue must have 'open doors' and the service
must be conducted in the presence of two withesses.

Residency requirements  : none

How to get a marriage licence
You must bring the documents mentioned below to the Home Affairs Office in any major
town in South Africa

Legal papers to take

Ten-year passports

Full birth certificates

If you have been divorced then the final divorce papers must be shown

If you are widowed then the death certificate of your previous spouse must be shown.
If you are adopted then legal proof must be shown.

If you have changed your name then legal proof must be shown.

General information South African Tourist Board www.southafrica.net

www.marryabroad.co.uk a
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One of the most visited countries in Africa
more Vvisitors each year. Whet her youdre dr.

trekking through the bush, or swimming and diving in the clear seas of the Indian Ocean,
you can live your dream in Kenya.

Capital: Nairobi Romantic locations include:

Population: 31 million Mount Kenya high peaks, forested

Language: English, Kiswahili slopes , good trekking and amazing views

Currency: Kenyan Schilling will take your breath away.

Time zone: GMT+3 hours Diani Beach relax in style on the white
sands of this beach resort area

Weather Masai Mara the most famous of the game

Hot and dry in summer, short rains in reserves, go on photo safari morning, noon

Nov/Dec and long rains in the spring. and night.

Lamu chill out by the beach, check out the
intricate carvings and building design, or
simply watch the dhows sail off into the
sunset

Useful Information
Registrar General,

Room 209, Sheria House,
. Harambee Avenue, Nairobi
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Legalities
Legal age for marriage is 21 years for both men and women.
Bride and Groom may not be related by blood, marriage or adoption.

Residency requirements : none

How to get a marriage licence

You will need to be in the country to apply for a Special Licence in person at the
Registrar General in Nairobi and then approval can take up approximately 3 days. Proof
of departure from the country eg. Airline ticket, will help speed up the process.

You must take the papers mentioned below to the Registrar Office, Sheria House, Nai-
robi.

Legal papers to take

Ten-year passports

Full birth certificates

If you have been divorced then the final divorce papers must be shown

If you are widowed then the death certificate of your previous spouse must be shown.
If you are adopted then legal proof must be shown.

If you have changed your name then legal proof must be shown.

General information Kenyan Tourist Board www.magicalkenya.com
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This colourful country makes a charming wedding location with its mystical souks in sun -
drenched cities, high mountains, picturesque coastline and wide expanses of desert. If

you're | ooking for
Capital: Rabat

Population: 30 million

Language: Arabic, French, Berber
Currency: Dirham

Time zone: GMT

Weather

Extremely hot and humid in the summer,
and mild in the winter.

The mountains are much cooler year
round.

wedding with mystique

Romantic locations include:

Marrakech & snake charmers in the
Djemaa el-Fna square, hidden alleys in the
labyrinthian souk, exotic cuisine and the
sounds of the city combine to weave a spell
on you in this incredible city.

Essaouira 0 on the coast with a slightly
artistic/hippy feel, this fishing town makes
the perfect getaway.

Atlas Mountains & home of the Berbers
with plenty of mountain trails through
pretty villages and stunning landscapes

Fesd one of the oldest medieval cities in
the world, the medina in the old town is a
riot of colour, spices and noised not to be
missed.

Useful Information

Annexe du Ministere des Affaires
Etrangers,

Zankat Zallagh,

Adgal, Rabat

Ministere de la Justice Section des
Marriages,
Place de la Mamounia, Rabat



Legalities
Legal age for marriage is 18 years for both men and women.
Bride and Groom may not be related by blood, marriage or adoption.

Residency requirements  : you will need to be in Morocco for a few weeks to sort out
the paperwork..

How to get a marriage licence

Take the papers below to the 2 Government of Morocco offices on the opposite page to

be certified. This may take between a few days and a few months.

Once you have your papers certified you must contact the Family Law section of the
Prosecutords office in the Court of Appea
can take some time for this process to be completed, then your file is sent to a judge who

will advise you on how to obtain your marriage certificate.

Legal papers to take

Ten-year passports

Full birth certificates & photocopies of the photo page and the page showing your entry
stamp into Morocco

Affidavit of nationality and eligibility to marry.

Resident card if living in Morocco

Police record from your country of residency

Men must obtain a notarised statement of religious denomination

Medical certificate from a doctor in Morocco

4 recent passport photos 3cmx4cm

If you have been divorced then the final divorce papers must be shown.

If you are widowed then the death certificate of your previous spouse must be shown.
All documents must be translated into Arabic by an official translator.

General information Moroccan Tourist Board www.visitmorocco.org
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Egyptdés ancient history makes this country
From the romance of the Nile and the Pyramids to the bright lights of the Red Sea resorts,
Egypt offers something for everyone, although please bear in mind that it can be quite

difficult to complete the paperwork for a legal wedding.

Capital: Cairo Romantic locations include:

Population: 65 million Pyramids at Giza the most famous burial

Language: Arabic grounds in the world, and well worth a

Currency: Egyptian Pound visit.

Time zone: GMT+2 hours Luxor built on the ancient city of Thebes
this cityb6s ancient m

Weather Impress.

The Valley of the Kings this world -
famous valley contains 62 tombs of the
ancient rulers of Egypt, including
Tutankhamen.

Red Sea colourful fish, excellent diving
and good nightlife.

Hot and dry year round, cooler and wet-
ter in the north in winter.




Legalities

Legal age for marriage is 16 years for women and 18 years for men.
Bride and Groom may not be related by blood, marriage or adoption.
Two male witnesses with proof of identity are required.

Residency requirements  : none, but it will take 2 or 3 days to arrange the paperwork

How to get a marriage licence

You must take the papers mentioned below to your embassy in Cairo in order to make a
statutory declaration before a consular official that you are free to marry. The statutory
declaration is valid for 1 month.

You must then take your statutory declaration to the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

to be legalised.

Once your declaration has been legalised you can then take the papers below to the Notary
Publicbs Office at the Ministry of Justice
conducted in Arabic so you may wish to bring an interpreter.

If you have been divorced, you must have any previous divorce papers legalised in your
home country and then have the legalised papers translated into Arabic at the Translation
Department of the Egyptian Ministry of Justice in Cairo. The translated papers must then
be taken to your embassy in Cairo to be legalised and united to the translation. This can be
done at the same time as making your statutory declaration.

Legal papers to take

Ten-year passports, Full birth certificates, Declaration that you are free to marry, legalised
by the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

If you have been divorced then the final divorce papers must be shown and legalised and
translated as mentioned above. Please note: you cannot remarry within 3 months of a
previous divorce, or, if pregnant, until the child is born

If you are widowed then the death certificate of your previous spouse must be shown.
Please note: you cannot remarry within 4 months and 10 days of being

widowed.

General information Egyptian Tourist Board www.egypt.travel a



